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SIR David Attenborough and Prime Minister Boris Johnson joined schoolchildren at the Science Museum on Tuesday to announce the
UK Year of Climate Action.
Mr Johnson said: “We need to get
by editor in chief Nicky Cox

“Now is the moment!” said Sir David.
“The Government has declared 2020 as
not the time to talk about it any longer,
but as the year of action.”
The PM said it was good that people
were worried about the climate, but
that we shouldn’t panic, nor despair.
“I hope this will be a deﬁning year for
our country and our planet, and for the
global ﬁght against climate change,” he
said. “We must reverse the appalling
loss of species and habitat. At the
same time we have to deal with
our CO2 emissions.”
This year the UK is hosting
COP26, the 26th UN climate change
convention, when world leaders will
gather in Glasgow to work on solutions
to the climate emergency.

every country to announce credible
targets for cutting carbon. Here in the
UK, we have pledged to get to net zero
by 2050. Of course, it’s expensive and
there are people who say it can’t be
done. But they are wrong. This
country is leading a revolution
in renewable energy.
“I hope that we will make this year
the moment when we come together
with the courage and the technological
ambition to solve the climate crisis and
to create a cleaner, greener future.”
Talking to children at the event,
the PM said: “My generation has an
obligation to everyone younger than
us to put things right. Greta [Thunberg]
has sent us on a very big guilt trip, and

rightly so.”
Sir David chipped in: “Greta is right to
say you’ve been talking about this for
a long time but what have you done?
Nothing. Well, very little. Now we have
to do something.”
Sir Ian Blatchford, Director and Chief
Executive of the Science Museum
Group, said that climate will be the
theme for this year’s Manchester
Science Festival, while the Science
Museum will present the UK’s ﬁrst
big exhibition on carbon capture
and storage, to explore solutions for
cleaning the atmosphere.
Deputy Science Museum Director, Dr
Julia Knights, told First News: “Climate

change is the most urgent issue facing
us. We’re already on track for a 3°C [the
rise in temperature since pre-industrial
days] world, and that’s assuming all the
pledges made in Paris are respected.
If they’re not, we’re on-track for a
4°C or a 5°C world. That’s why we’re
here today, to celebrate the UK’s year
of climate action, because we really
do need global action, right across all
sectors – everyone reducing their CO2
emissions. And what we know about
the impacts of climate change – the
rising sea levels, air temperatures –
is that the poorest in our societies
globally will suﬀer the most, and
we’re already seeing that.”
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A JOINT mission between NASA and the European Space Agency
will head to the sun today (Friday 7th February).

Solar Orbiter is launching from Florida, USA. Its mission is to examine the sun’s polar
regions and study the sun close up.

Its first close pass to the sun will take place in 2020,
when it will be just a third of the Earth’s distance
from the sun. Unsurprisingly, the satellite has been
designed to cope with extreme heat!
Meanwhile, on Earth, a telescope is giving scientists
the most detailed images of the sun ever. The picture,
right, is the first image from the telescope, called
DKIST, in Hawaii. It sits on top of a mountain called
Haleakalā, meaning ‘the house of the sun’. Each ‘cell’, or blob, you can see is about the size of the US state of Texas!
The telescope will help us to learn more about the sun’s magnetic field, and how eruptions on its surface can affect
electronic systems on Earth.

ACROSS
2) An important task (noun 7)
6) This piece of equipment allows people to see distant objects,
such as planets and stars in outer space (noun 9)
8) This satellite will monitor the sun while travelling around it
(proper noun 5,7)
DOWN
1) This is the area around a magnet in which there
is magnetic force (noun 8,5)
8
3) A small object that orbits (revolves
around) a larger object in space, such as
spacecraft or a moon (noun 9)
4) Relating to the North or South Pole (adjective 5)
5) The force that makes things fall when you drop
them (noun 7)
7) Explosions (plural noun 9)
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On its way, it will use the gravity of Earth and Venus
to change its path and swing closer to the sun. In
total, it will orbit (circle) the sun 22 times.
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